
Great Buys on Semi-Auto Rifles 

 

  The growing demand for high-capacity, semi-auto rifles has pushed some prices beyond 

the reach of many shooters. An old friend who could not afford a new, cutting-edge AR 

asked my advice on a more economical 5.56 mm (.223 caliber) semi-auto that still offers 

assault rifle features. 

  Here are the two rifles I recommended: The Century Arms Golani version of Israel’s 

Galil assault rifle; and the Ruger Mini-14. Both sell very reasonably at $700 to $750. 

Century Arms’ Golani Rifle 

  A former mainstay of the Israeli Army, the Galil rifle is now being produced in the U.S. 

under the “Golani” name. Like its Israeli counterpart, this clone essentially is an 

improved AK action, chambered in 5.56 mm. Thus, unlike most ARs, the Golani is 

piston-driven so there’s no carbon buildup in the receiver and, as with any AK, it’s quite 

reliable. I carried an AK in combat and probably fired 10,000+ rounds in various AKs 

over the past 40 years but never once experienced a malfunction. My Golani, too, has 

fired flawlessly. 

 

Its stock folded, the Golani is shortened to a compact 29 inches. Note its AK-style receiver. 



  The “improved” part of this Golani AK action is the addition of a selector switch on the 

receiver’s left side which operates as both the safety and a lever to push down the dust 

cover. It’s a bit cumbersome but it works and solves one of the AK’s greatest deficits – 

the shooter’s need to remove his hand from the grip to operate the safety/dust cover. 

  Manufactured in the USA with Israeli and American-made parts, the Golani has a 21 

inch, six-groove barrel with a 1-in-6 twist, and weighs a hair over 8 lbs. It comes standard 

with a very solid folding stock which reduces its overall length to a compact 29 inches. 

Like its Israeli cousin, the Century Arms rifle employs a full-size AK magazine, modified 

to accommodate 5.56 mm cartridges. Thus, this unique magazine holds a very generous 

35 rounds. If there’s one shortcoming in this otherwise excellent rifle, it’s the scarcity of 

new magazines and the poor condition of some used Israeli mags I’ve come upon. 

  Despite this, I find the Golani an accurate, reliable and very economical semi-auto 

assault rifle, offering capability worth more than its price. 

Ruger’s Mini-14 Rifle 

  Over the past 30 years I’ve owned several Mini-14s, both blued and stainless. No matter 

the model, these 7-lb. rifles offer the heft and handiness of a squirrel rifle with the punch 

of a .223 or 7.62 x 39 mm assault rifle. 

 

This stainless Mini-14 sports a Picatinny-style rail, red-dot sight and IR night sight. 



  In essence, Ruger took the best qualities of the U.S. M-1 Carbine – especially its gas 

piston and operating rod system – and incorporated them in this design. The latest ARs, 

such as the SIG 556, use a piston system because it avoids a buildup of carbon on the bolt 

and receiver operating areas, which can affect reliability. The Mini-14, of course, has 

been around for almost four decades. 

  The Mini-14’s hammer-forged, 18.5-inch barrel employs a 1-in-9 right hand twist. 

While most versions have a hardwood stock, synthetics are found on several models. The 

rifle’s overall length of 38 inches can be shorted with an after-market folding stock, from 

companies such as Butler Creek or Choate. These folding and telescoping stocks reduce 

the Mini-14’s overall length as much as 28 inches – almost the same length as the Golani 

when folded. 

  Ruger factory Mini-14 magazines are entirely reliable, but in my opinion they’re unduly 

expensive. Several companies, including Pro-Mag, offer good quality metal and polymer 

magazines at about half the price. 

  So, if you’re looking for a bargain in a high-capacity, semi-auto rifle, you’d be hard 

pressed to do better than either the Golani or Mini-14 rifle. Each offers reliability and 

accuracy at a price that just about any shooter can afford. 

 

The End 


